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t6 THE C AMBRO-BRITON, 

dally applied as to this. Nor could the Legislature, upon a 
proper representation, shrink from the performance of a duly 
obviously embracing, in so close an union, the sacred and polir 
tical interests of the country. And there can be no doubt, that 
the inhabitants of Wales, if re<|nired, would contribute their 
liberal aid to the measure. The best interests of our Established 
Church would, thus be served in a most impwtant instance ; a 
rational piety would supply, in the minds of thousands, the 
place of fanaticism : and the cause of schism, now unopposed 
amongst the Welsh inhabitants of the metropolis, would no 
longer triumph in an undisputed ascendancy. *„* 

EDUCATION IN WALES.— It would be difficult to name 
any topic more worthy of attention, than the system of education 
adopted in a country. So much of the prosperity of a people in 
the aggregate depends on the moral character of its individual 
members, that it must be superfluous to insist on the policy of 
cultivating the latter with all possible care. And of such import- 
unce have early impressions ever been esteemed in this view, that 
their influence on a man's future life has passed into a proverb in 
all languages. Hence the momentous interest of pjblic educa- 
tion : and it cannot be imbecoming the CAMBRO-BRrroK to no- 
tice this subject as it has relation to Wales. 

Of public schools, — such, it is meant, as are dedicated to the 
higher branches of edupation, — there are fewer, perhaps, in the 
Principality than in any other equal portion of this kingdom. And 
even of inferior schools, that are not under the immediate contronl 
of tlie Dissenting interest, the number is proportionably limited. 
Indeed the Dissenters have, of late years, evinced a zeal, in this 
respect, which was worthy of emiilation elsewhere. And, if t'.ie 
friends of the Established Church have any desire to attach the 
rising generatitm to their cause, they can not too goon counteract 
the influence of the institntions here alluded to by the establish, 
ment of others on their own principles. Lancaster's system has, 
it is believed, been pretty generally adopted ; but it is to be 
feared, that in most caaes the schools grotmded upon it have a 
tendency to perpetrate a spirit of hostility to our national 
church, if not, indeed, to engender consequences still more inju- 
rious. For, whatever may be the merits of this system, it cer- 
tainly wants that of an early direction of the inexperience«l 
mind to those sound and pure doctrines, which form the acknow^ 
leged and glorious distinction of our religion. Yet, in some in- 
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stances, it deserve* to be noticed, the conductors of the Lancaster 
schools in Wales have very laudably supplied this glaring 
jdeficiency. 

Another point, to which it is the object of this article to invite 
the public attention, is the defejctive state of education, both in 
tlie great and inferior schools, as it regards the teaching of the 
Welsh language, and the grounding of Welsh children in the 
English. The former is negle^cted, almost without an exception, 
even in tliose institutions, whijsh are appro(^ated to the education 
of such as are designed for the church. Were nothing more to be 
Konadered than the venerable excellencies of our native tongue, 
and its general use in Wales^ this defect must appear unaccoaritr 
able, and esp^iall}' wh^ thg want of proper bix^s for the pur- 
pose can not be made an excuse. But there is a higher view, in 
■which it niu^ be regarded, and that is its influence on the religious 
condition of the co4mtry. A transient allusion was made to this 
in tlie preceding article : and the writer has no wiA to dwell 
longer on the pcunt here, tiian by expressing a hope that the 
laudable e.xample, at length given by Jesus College, Oxford •, 
inay be iustrumental in removing what must be acknowleged a^ 
a reproach to the Welsh clergy. 

With respect to the instruction of Weldi children in the Eng- 
lish language a most erroneous practice has hitherto prevailed. 
The necessity of a kaowlege of English to Welshmen of a cer- 
tain rank in society has been always admitted : the only point for 
discussion is the manner, in wlvich the object has been endeavoured 
to be accomplished. Plow is this done at present? A child, 
unacquainted with any other than the Welsh language, is sent to 
iiehoc^. The first thing done is to place in his hand an English 
grammar or speUing-book, though for what purpose it would be 
dilficiilt to ooniectirre : — the next is to forbid, under a severe pe- 
nalty, the utterance of his native tongue, or, in other words, to 
coi^inand a total silence, in classical imitation, no doubt, of a 
yn^ilar iojiinction observed, as we read, by a sect of antient phi- 
losophers. Thus laudably menaced out of a use of his own hin- 
guage, and happily defended from the intrusion of any other, he 
quits school with no other anxiety than how to regun what he had 
tharo lost. The absurdity of this practice, sufficiently obvious in 
itself, may be farther exemplified by supposing an attempt to 
teach English to a French child, ignorant of the language, through 

• See No. 1, p. 36. 
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the medium of English bodcg <mly. The id«a i* preposterous; yet 
the instance uoder consideration is precisely analogods, while the 
remedy in both cases is equally obvious. The French diild can 
only be taught English through his ovra language: and why 
fhould we expect a miracle to be wrought in favour of the Welsh 
student ? In a word, then, until we have grammars of the Eng- 
lish tongue written in Welsh, a certain portion of our countrymen 
must remain, in a great measure, precluded from the attainment 
of an object so avowedly necessary. * • 

LOCAL FNTELLIGENCE.— The only topics, that seem to 
require notice under this head, as being of more than temporary 
interest, are the Assizb Proceedings, and the Meetings of the 
Agricultural and Bible Societies. With reference to the 
first subject, it may be gratifying to notice, that the calendars on 
the late Circuits do not present, as far as number is concerned, a 
very alamung array of offences. Yet, what the aggregate may 
have lost in bulk seems to have been counterbalanced by the 
atrocity of particular cases. For in the following list, which, 
with two exceptitMs*, embraces an accurate repwt of the crimi- 
nals tried in tlie several counties in Wales, there are six cases of 
murder and three of arson, besides several burglaries, and one 
charge of a nature too gross to be particularised. 
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* These exceptions are the counties of Flint and Kadnor, of which the 
Fditor has not been able to procure any report. f Under " Acquittals " 
*re comprised those cases also, wherein no bills were foond by the GramI 
Jury, no prosecutor appeared, or where the criminal was admitted evi- 
^nce for the crowu. 



